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Back-toschool
giveaway

An
insurance
agent who
cares

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mark your calendar, set
your alarm clocks. Because on Sat., Aug. 17,
from 9 - 11 a.m., the Childs
Park YMCA, located at 691
43rd St. S., St. Petersburg,
will be hosting their 4th annual backpack and school
supply giveaway. That’s
right, FREE school supplies for school aged children.
Sponsored by the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Department,
Urban
Development Solutions,
Walgreens and a host of
others, this year’s giveaway promises to not only
provide much needed
learning essentials, but a
good time as well.
Rays’ mascot Raymond,
a community favorite, is set
to attend. Also on the
schedule will be plenty of
music, face painting for the
kids and refreshments will
be served ensuring this
year’s back-to-school event
will hold something special
for everyone.
Event coordinator and
Executive Director of the
Childs Park YMCA, Deborah Figgs-Sanders, is the

BY MARCY PALMERI
Staff writer

LaShante Keys, Quan Jones, Desmond Adams, Host Cranstan Cumberbatch,
RaShawn McCullum, Antonio Bogans, back Tyrone Laury


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Family, friends and wellwishers packed into Orange Blossom Cafe, located
at 220 4th St. N., last Fri.,
Aug. 1 to celebrate the accomplishments of five local
young men, and to show
them a night they won’t

soon forget.
Antonio Bogans,
Adams,
Desmond
RaShawn McCullum, and
Quan Jones were decked
out in tuxedos with red bow
ties. Their friend and fellow
honoree Laterian Latimer
was unfortunately absent
from the celebration. The
remnants of a delicious dinner – chicken, dirty rice,

salad and chocolate cake
still lingered on their table
as emcee Cranstan Cumberbatch began the ceremony.
Each young man was
recognized for completing
the Male Leadership Institute, a program offered
through Community EFX.
Targeting middle school
aged boys; the program ac-

tively mentors students
from as early as sixth grade
and follows each participant throughout their high
school years. Sponsored by
the men of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity and Community
EFX, the program’s main
purpose is to provide guidance and instill leadership
for young African-American
See MEN, page 8

Second “Stand Your Ground” law protest

See BACKPACK, page 11
STAFF WRITER

Deborah Figgs-Sanders
at last year’s event.

ST. PETERSBURG —
This past weekend about 75
people braved the midday
heat to march in protest
against the state’s Stand
Your Ground law. This was
the second peaceful march
organized by National
Christian League of Councils (NCLC), but will not be
the last.
“We are out here this
morning to support the petition of the U.S. government to intervene in all 33
states that now have these
Florida Stand Your Ground
type laws. We want to challenge the constitutionality
of these laws in light of what
has happened in the

Trayvon Martin case,” said
Sevell Brown, National Director of NCLC.
Brown feels that there
is a mood across the country to turn back the clock
on civil rights some 40
years. He vows not to stand
by and let people emasculate the 1964 Civil Rights
Act, the 1965 Voting Rights
Act and all the rights that
protect those who have
been discriminated against.
“The brown community, the black community
and the poor community is
not gonna stop and let this
injustice go by. We are
gonna keep on marching
and challenging these laws
in the court system until
justice is rendered,” Brown

ST. PETERSBURG —
These days it is nearly impossible to differentiate between
who is real and who is not.
Within a few minutes of
speaking with insurance
agency owner, Bennie Brinson, there’s no doubt, he’s
the real McCoy. With a kind,
genuine, people-loving soul,
he lives and loves life by a
couple simple philosophies:
“Treat people like you want
to be treated,” and “Work
harder and you can make it.”
Born the son of a share
cropper near Tallahassee,
Brinson tells a story of
spending hours daily in the
tobacco fields tending to the
crops for $2 or $3 a day. Theoretically, sharecropping is
supposed to have benefits for
both the owners and the
croppers. Such an arrangement encourages the cropper to work throughout
harvest season with the
knowledge that the owner
would split the profits; however, that was not the case
with the Brinsons, and many
other families who farmed.
Adults and children alike
would work for virtually
nothing aside from food and
board; food commissaries
grossly overcharging for
their wares. He knew from a
very young age that he
wanted something different
for himself. His family was

See BRINSON, page 3

Elected officials, civil rights and civic groups
gathered Aug. 2 at Vinoy Park.
said.
Councilmember Wengay Newton praised the
group of activist that calls
themselves the Dream Defenders for their work in
Tallahassee. They are gain-

ing political traction despite
their critics; however, he
quickly reminded everyone
of the conditions right here
in Pinellas County. Every
See PROTEST, page 5

Bennie Brinson
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The tropics heat up in August
Hurricane Andrew. Hurricane Charley. Hurricane
Katrina. What does each of
these storms have in common?
- They were devastating
storms.
- Their names were retired.
- They all made their
Florida landfall in August.
This is the month when
tropical activity begins to
ramp up in earnest before
reaching its peak in midSeptember. That’s why it is
critical that residents take
this time to ensure all of
their preparations for a potential hurricane impact are
done. Some items to consider include:
Check the cooler.
New picnic coolers can
help keep perishable items
cold for a longer period
thanks to improved insulation. Residents should evaluate the age and insulation
of their coolers, as well as
their size. Smaller coolers

are easy to tote to the
beach, but can they hold a
substantial amount of ice
and food should power go
out?
The furniture shuffle.
One of the best ways to
help prevent damage outdoors is to bring in lawn furniture, grills, bird baths and
other outdoor furniture.
Residents should take the
time to review what items
need to be brought into a
protected area, and exactly
where that will be. This can
save a tremendous amount
of time during the stressful
approach of a hurricane.
Keep the charge.
Smart phones, tablet
computers and other electronics can provide vital
links to friends and relatives
both before and after a
storm. Chargers that work
on regular power, a car
charger and by other
means are vital to keep the
batteries juiced up. Simple
changes such as adjusting
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“The regular CDs are three dollars
and the big CDs are a dollar.”
I look at the kid who just spoke this
bizarre sentence to me as I struggle to
make sense of it. After a few seconds, I give
up the fight. I squint my eyes and cock my
head in the universal body language of
someone being unabashedly bewildered.
“Whuh?” is all I can manage.
Only minutes earlier, I was flipping
through the used CDs at the thrift store but
couldn’t see any prices. So I tracked down
this lanky, bored-looking kid who worked
there—about junior prom age, give or take
a semester—and asked him how much
they were. That’s when the kid throws that
sentence at me and I strategically counter
with my blank look of confusion.
So this is where he slows it down for
the ostensibly dim-witted guy (me) and repeats, “The regular CDs. They are three
dollars, sir. And the big CDs, you know, like
from the ‘70s? Those are one dollar each.”
More squinting and cocking of the head.
Finally, a light clicks on. “You mean
records?” I practically shout, using my
hands to show the circumference of a typical
LP. Visual aids can only help here, I figure.
He nods enthusiastically as if to communicate, Good job! Now you’ve got it!
“The big CDs, yeah,” the kid affirms.
And here a question stands upright in my
mind and demands to be asked: Am I really
that old or are you really that clueless?
In a horrifying flash it occurs to me there
is a generation out there that isn’t even acquainted with the word ‘record,’ or probably
won’t even know that you’re referring to
something other than clothing when you say
‘vinyl.’ To these kids, CDs have always been
around, and even now are getting to be as antiquated as boom boxes, Walkmen or ear
trumpets. And I doubt if all of them know
what the letters C and D even stand for.
The first music I ever bought with my
own money (well, my kid sister and I
pooled our birthday dough) was an 8track compilation that we sent away for
C.O.D. when we saw the ad on TV. It was
called ‘70s Gold, a tepid collection of
mostly soft rock songs, and we really only
wanted the thing because it contained
Blondie’s infectious disco hit “Heart of
Glass.” Since that was the first track on
Program 3, once the song was finished
we had to fast forward all the way to the
end to reset it and hear it again.
A mammoth pain? You betcha. But we
loved that crazy, clunky 8-track because it was
ours. To a couple of kids on the cusp of graduating from elementary school, it was more
than an ugly cartridge with a bulky brown ribbon stretched across its head; it was a piece
of treasure. (And note to thrift store kid: even
though 8-tracks were pretty much done when
the decade of the ‘80s was just a pup, I still
knew what they were, for crying out loud.)
Nonetheless, that was the first and
last 8-trrack I ever owned, but I bought
plenty of records and cassettes in my ensuing formative years.
See, when I was in high school we had to
schlep to the record store and hope it had the
album we wanted in stock. If not, we prayed
it’d either be there next time or the spaced-out
employee (trust me, they almost always were
spacey) behind the counter would bother ordering it for us. God help us if it was an import,
having to make the journey to our turntables
all the way from somewhere across the ocean.
But here’s the thing. When we finally
got it home, peeled back the cellophane,

held it in our hands and played it we knew
it was finally ours, and we truly prized it.
Nowadays, people are cheesed off if they
have to wait longer than eight seconds from
the time a song pops into their heads to the
time it takes to locate it on the internet and
play it—and they never even have to own
the thing. Slow buffering is a colossal inconvenience, never mind having to order something from England or Germany.
See, even making mix tapes took time
and creativity, effort and energy. And believe it or not, up until a few years ago I
was still making them for my house parties. I knew the technology existed to
burn CDs and put tunes on digital players
and all that, but I personally didn’t possess said technology at the time nor did I
really care. But I suppose you shouldn’t
really go by a guy who still had a lime
green rotary telephone and a manual
typewriter while everyone else was beginning to communicate via video chats and
texts. For the longest time I had a foot
firmly planted, ankle-deep, in the past. I
have now taken baby steps to download,
rip, stream and burn as even bushmen of
the Kalahari do by now, I’m sure.
Yet after my thrift store epiphany, I
promptly go home to dig out my records
and cassette tapes, determined to donate
them, burn them, drop them out of my fifth
story window, whatever. What is the point
of keeping this apparently outdated clutter
that I no longer need in my life? That afternoon’s revelation suddenly makes me feel
about 109 years old. At least digital music
doesn’t take up any space; it exists in the
ether, if you will. Plus, I reason with myself,
it’s just the way things are now.
And if I’m to make the complete leap, I
have to start somewhere, sometime.
I yank open my closet door to find all my,
uh, “big CDs” and tapes in a large plastic tub
and start pulling each one out to shove into a
big Hefty bag. The Jimi Hendrix cassette that
practically lived in my Chevy Impala tape deck
when we cruised the beach as teenagers
every Saturday night. The Joy Division LP
that was my gateway to alternative music, and
consequently an entire new wardrobe, haircut
and lifestyle for me. The live Velvet Underground album with the torn cover that I
bought in college, when I lived away from
home for the first time. The cassette of U2’s
“Achtung Baby” that I took on my trip to
Greece when I was 21, to visit family and see
my aging grandmother one last time.
And at the bottom of the tub, like mini
time capsules, sit the mix tapes I made
through the years. I open the cases to a few
and read my hand-written lists of songs that
spanned many styles, decades, feelings and
emotions. Chuck Berry, R.E.M., Led Zeppelin, James Brown, David Bowie and the
Smiths. Slow songs, fast songs, rockers, sad
songs. And they were all put together by a shy
kid who started to connect with classmates
through a mutual interest in classic rock. By
a kid who brought them on a road trip to see
the shuttle launch with some friends—among
them a girl on whom he had a secret crush.
By a kid who just wanted a set list of songs and
lyrics to provide the perfect soundtrack for his
world of angst and confusion, flirtation and romance, innocence and maturity.
I put all the records back in the tub,
arranging them neatly, then stack each
tape with care and shut the door.
Outdated clutter doesn’t always just
live in the closet of your life. Sometimes
it is your life.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Incoming Senate Democratic Leader
Arthenia L. Joyner honored
MIAMI – The Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law recently honored Senator Arthenia L.
Joyner (D-Tampa) with the
2013 Distinguished Civil
Rights Advocate Award.
The former president of the
National Bar Association
(NBA) received the prestigious award during a reception of the NBA’s 88th
Annual Convention in
Miami.
A private practice attorney for 44 years, longer than
any other African-American
woman in Florida, Joyner
was the first female black attorney in Hillsborough
County, and will soon become the first African-American woman leader of the
Florida Senate Democratic
Caucus. She also serves as
counsel to Vanguard Attorneys, a personal injury law
firm in Tampa.
“Senator Joyner’s outstanding life’s work has
eliminated barriers to social
justice and economic opportunity and she has selflessly
helped to move America toward justice,” said Lawyers’
Committee President and
Executive Director Barbara
Arnwine. “Her breadth of
accomplishments spans several decades and began
when as a young woman in
high school she participated
in sit-ins to desegregate
lunch counters at Wool-

worth in Tampa and joined
protests to integrate the
Florida Theatre in Tallahassee.”
Joyner is also an advocate for international justice
and human rights. She was a
leader in the movement to
end apartheid in South
Africa and was jailed for
protesting against apartheid.
Well-known as a champion for poor and disenfranchised persons, she has a
well-founded reputation as a
fearless, passionate, outspoken and effective legislator.
Her long list of accomplishments includes legislation
that would restrict the use of
restraints on incarcerated
women who are pregnant, in
labor or postpartum and the
expansion of early voting opportunities in Florida.
Joyner has consistently
maintained an exceptional
commitment to public service activities, including leadership roles in support of
women’s rights, diversity
and access to justice, and
has received numerous
local, state and national
awards for her dedication.
Since 2001, the Lawyers’
Committee – a non-partisan,
non-profit formed in 1963 at
the behest of President John
F. Kennedy - has worked
with the NBA to recognize
those leaders who grant a
voice to the unheard and
opened a pathway towards



BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW

You can’t sell what
you don’t know
Part one of a two-part interview with Mike Bruns

Senator Arthenia Joyner, left, and Lawyers
Committee President and Executive Director
Barbara Arnwine.
expanded civil rights.
Joyner will now join such
Distinguished Civil Rights
Advocates Award honorees
such as Louisiana Supreme
Court Justice Bernette
Johnson; U.S. District Court
Judge Thelton E. Henderson, CNN, Marc Morial,
James Ferguson, Julius

Chambers, Fred D. Gray,
Dennis Archer, Judge Horace T. Ward, Congresswoman Maxine Water,
Cathy Hughes, Trayvon
Martin’s parents, Sabrina
Fulton and Tracy Martin,
and family attorneys Natalie
Williams, Daryl Parks and
Ben Crump.

Bennie Brinson: Meeting your insurance needs
From BRINSON, page 1

cheap labor for the crop owners, who
would travel using the funds they were
saving by paying them a meager
stipend.
He recalled one time when he was
six or seven years old while working
on a farm during tobacco season. His
family was preparing to cook the tobacco, and he was playing with a sixfoot long slat.
“You break the leaves and the tobacco was strung,” he explained. “The
owner of the farm saw me playing with
the slat and told me that he’d kick me
if I broke it. I told my father, but the
owner denied it.”
That tobacco crop owner wasn’t
aware of it, but he was a motivating factor in Brinson’s life. For instance,
when he got a little older, he would
wash cars and by the age of 12 he
began selling products. “I’d always try
to create jobs for myself to get ahead.”
However, he never thought he’d
own his own business, but he’s always
tried to get out of living a life dependent
on others. That entrepreneurial spirit
runs in the family. He has cousins who
own their own farms and a brother
who owned a travel business.
At the age of 24, Brinson opened a
cabinet shop in Fort Myers. For a
while, he had such a shop in St. Petersburg. Sometimes it would cost him
more money to finish the job because
of unforeseen costs, but being a man
who lived up to his end of the bargain,
he would see it through to the end.

“Sometimes it takes a little more
than hard work,” Brinson explained.
When asked what advice he has
for youngsters growing up in St. Pete,
he sounded a little sad, but hopeful. He
knows all too well that our future is
with the youth and he has strong opinions about what it takes to convey that
to their parents as well as to reach out
to the children themselves.
“These kids who walk around
showing their boxers think they’re
being cool. They’d rather play ball
than study, use electronics than look
in a book and buy sneakers than invest
in something that would benefit
them,” Brinson said as he explained
that it is the parent’s responsibility to
step up to the plate and teach their
children what is important in life.
“If your children come home at
3 a.m., find out where they’ve been.
Make them stay in school and do
something positive with their lives,” he
said.
He encourages parents not to
allow negative influences into their
children’s lives and to set a positive example for them so that they will have
a strong background to fall back on.
“God is the only one that can solve
all of our problems. Provide for your
family and for those in your community. Be kind to your neighbor and live
a decent life. That’s what I try to do,”
he urged.
It’s no wonder Brinson owns a successful insurance agency with an atti-





 





  
  

Mike Bruns possesses the characteristics of an ideal
board member: deeply engaged with the organizations
he supports, generous as a donor, and he treats his nonprofit involvement with the same seriousness he applies
to business ventures. He has a great sense of humor, a
kind heart and a warm smile. He’s also the founder of
Comtrak Logistics, a national transportation and logistics
company headquartered in Memphis, and chairman
emeritus of Youth Villages, a national nonprofit. We recently talked with Bruns to learn the secrets to his success as a nonprofit volunteer leader.
We asked what he looks for in a nonprofit when deciding whether or not to become involved. His response
was straight-forward, “I do not want to be a part of an organization that is a fixer-upper, or is trying to make payroll
by Friday. I want to support organizations who want to
grow to the next level. The ‘heart tug’ is always trumped
by an organization that is well run. With a well run organization I can work with other board members to help
grow it to the next level.”
It’s not that he is opposed to the “heart tug.” In fact,
Bruns is passionate about the organizations he is involved
with. “I truly believe in the organizations I become a part
of. And I expect that of fellow board members. There’s
nothing worse than leadership that is begrudging or ‘resume building.’ The secret to success lies in the passion
of the leadership.”
Equally straight-forward were his comments regarding expectations of fellow board members in the area of
fundraising. He cited the lack of board giving as the number one obstacle to fundraising success. “There’s nothing
worse than a board member soliciting money and they
haven’t made a meaningful gift. It doesn’t always have to
be all money - it can be meaningful giving of time. But
they have to believe in the organization and be engaged.”
Comparing fundraising to sales, Bruns was critical of
board members who are not qualified to “sell the product.” For that he places responsibility squarely on the
shoulders of leadership, “What is the orientation? Without
proper training, orientation, knowledge, feeling and involvement a board member can’t ‘sell’ the nonprofit to potential donors. You can’t sell what you don’t know or
believe in.”
Next week: Nonprofit success: more than “feel good”
Copyright 2013 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors of “Prerequisites
for Fundraising Success.” They position nonprofits for
fundraising success. Visit them at www.saadandshaw.com.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
tude like that. He’s been in Pinellas
County since 1975 and has owned and
operated Bennie Brinson Insurance
Agency since 1998. It’s a general line
agency, which means he offers automobile, homeowners, business,
health, and the Medicare Advantage
Plan. His agency insures from restaurants to lawn care services, and many
things in between.
What sets his agency apart from
others in the area is that he treats his
customers like they are family. Offering advice, encouraging them to drive
carefully and educating them on what
they can do to save money. He is more
empathetic than most companies and
finds the best price for his clients.
So if you are in the market for
some insurance or looking for a new
agent, check out Bennie Brinson Insurance Agency, located at 1830 49th
St. S. in Gulfport. Or give him a call at
727-328-9878.
Bennie’s advises:
“Avoid red-light camera tickets and
speeding tickets; it only generates
money for the city and the people who
own the cameras.”
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$95 Sew In w/ FREE Toe Polish

 

Hair It Iz Hair Salon
$3.00 OFF Black Soap
1-855-HARITIZ (1-855-427-4849)
hairitizsalon.com
Expires 9/30/13

3500 5th Ave. N., Suite A
727-768-1292
Expires 9/30/13
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Child Protection Investigation Division Cross and Anvil Human Services:
Supervisor retires after 27 years
Closing the gap
The phone call from Tony Coleman in Pennsylvania told of the humble beginnings
for Wanda Jones-McCree in the field of child welfare. Friends, family and former co-workers shared a special retirement luncheon last Saturday at Orange Blossom Catering.

Wanda Jones-McCree
retires from Pinellas
County Sheriff Office.

Patsy Buker speak at
the luncheon.

Audrey Wilson and
Donna Harris share
the occasion.

Desmond Fowler
looking dapper.

Proud mother
Evelyn Graves.

Carolyn Johnson and
Cyrenthia Powell

Sgt. Robert Mosley

Karen Stephens and
Demetra Clark

Monica McIntosh
and Ray Brown

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Bill Foster, members of City Council and
community leaders were
on hand when the Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church cut
the ribbon on a new center
that will provide services
to low and moderate income residents of Midtown.
The ribbon cutting was
held Tues., July 30 at the
city-owned former McLin
Pool Bathhouse, 1201 7th
Ave. S. (also known as the
Vearl Scott Neighborhood
Family Center).
The city of St. Petersburg has entered into a license agreement with the
Greater Mt. Zion and its
Cross and Anvil Human
Services, Inc. board to operate the center and provide services to the
community.
Pastor
Clarence Williams of the
Greater Mt. Zion said that
the purpose of the new
youth center is to “close
the educational, digital
and wealth gap for members of the community by
providing comprehensive
services at the learning
center with strategic community partners.”
In addition to the city,
partners will include the
Pinellas County School
District, Pinellas County
Schools Office of Strategic
Partnerships, the Sheriff’s

Dawn Bannister, Clarence Scott III, Mayor Bill
Foster and Pastor Clarence Williams.
Office of Pinellas County,
Juvenile Welfare Board,
Bank of America, Metro
Community
Services,
Community Housing Solutions, and the Faith Based
Literacy Program located
at the Sanderlin Center.
“The Cross and Anvil
Human Services (CAHS),
Inc. is a ministry of the
Greater Mt. Zion that is
designed to build success
for children and families
with a range of support
services. Children and
families will embrace and
realize positive futures
through structured programs.
“This initiative offers
free program services for
academic support and testing, mentoring, parental
engagement, personal en-

richment, financial stability and literacy, mental
health counseling, veterans’ support services and
HIV/ AIDS testing and
prevention services,” said
Pastor Williams.
The Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church invites additional partners to join in its
efforts to serve the community. Tutors, current
and retired educators, parents and academic and career support specialists
are needed, in addition to
tax deductible contributions.
For more information,
visit www.greatermtzioname.org,
e-mail
helen@greater mtzioname.org or call 727-8941393.

                      

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete continues to march for change

 


From PROTEST , page 1

year 8,000 juveniles are arrested, and with these arrests
come disenfranchisement as
adults.
“They are going after the
babies. They are getting
cases on every one of them
so they won’t be able to participate in economic opportunities as simple as having a
job. And once you get
records on them they won’t
be able to vote,” exclaimed
Newton.
Former State Representative Frank Peterman echoed
Newton’s sentiments when
he called for young black
children to go to diversionary
programs instead of jail.
“The police chief makes
that decision. He can tell
them, ‘Look, don’t lock up no
more black boys. When you
pick them up, we are gonna
make a decision if they are
nonviolent to send them to a
diversionary program and
not to the juvenile assessment center,’” Peterman said
as he stirred the crowd into a
frenzy.
Councilmember
Karl
Nurse shares the Midtown
district with Newton, and
feels that neighborhood
crime watches are important
to the community to help reduce crime, but can’t imagine
how the message got so distorted.
“It says crime watch. That
doesn’t say you strap on
some hate, and you chase
down unarmed people and
kill them,” Nurse said.
Nurse stressed that we
have to work and change not
only the law, but also attitudes because there will continue to be innocent blood
shed.
Brown reminded the
crowd of the work NCLC did
in 2006 with the Martin Anderson case in Panama City.
Anderson was a 14 year old
who died while incarcerated

at a boot camp-style youth detention center. The organization marched in Panama with
only 75 people, by the time
the third march came along
in Tallahassee, they were
6,000 strong.
He vows to bring that
same determination to Tallahassee with the help of
churches, fraternities, sororities and both civil rights and
civic organization to end the
Stand Your Ground law.
“Every organization represented here today who is for
that, raise your hand. Go back
to your organization and decide on a date…We will start
emailing and texting each
other to make sure that we
will be able to mobilize a thousand people,” yelled Brown.
Commissioner Ken Welch
called on the crowd to not give
up. Even though Florida
House speaker Will Weatherford called for legislative hearings to review the law, he was
quick to point out that “the
hearings are fine, but the person he appointed to chair the
board is Matt Gates, who is
one of the strongest supporters of Stand Your Ground.”
He encourages everyone
to stay involved in the
process. “We cannot be bamboozled by a bait and switch.”
President of the St. Petersburg chapter of the
NAACP, Rev. Manuel Sykes,
encouraged everyday citizens to get involved.
“At the end of the day, we
need the people to stand with
us. Stand with us at the voting
box, stand with us in the
parks and at the marches,
stand with us wherever we
stand so that the powers that
be will understand that we’re
not going anywhere,” said
Sykes.
Sykes said the NAACP
received a call from the
Dream Defenders in Tallahassee for support. He hopes

Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S.
section 865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the
fictitious name of American’s First 1, located at
2601 Queen St. S. in the city of St. Petersburg,
County of Pinellas, State of Florida, 33712, intends
to register the said name with the Division of
Corporations of Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 8 day of August 2013
Alfred B. Williams, 2601 Queens St. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712 Publish date of August 8, 2013

Courtesy of

  

      
      


      
 
  



      


to use local resources to
transport people to the Capitol to stand with them if only
for a Saturday. They are
pleading for reinforcements
and supplies.
Sykes ended with a quote
from Martin Luther King, Jr.:
“One has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.”

CAREER OPPORTUNITY:
The new Sylvia's Queen of Soul Food Restaurant
(Opening Soon)
Now accepting resumes for
Restaurant General Manager and Restaurant Executive Chief

Fax or email resumes to
Aracle Foods Corporation at 727-384-3325
or bettyej_newsome@yahoo.com
Salary competitive

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



   





  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday





 
 



 

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

 











 

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviataylorpa@cs.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 






    





Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    

     

Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events in the Month of August
Aug. 14 - St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church Back
to School Bash for the Child’s

Park Community Time: 6:30 8:30 p.m. Place: Child’s Park,
4301 13th Ave. S. Purpose: To
help children in the Child’s
Park community get ready for
back to school by equipping
them with school items they
need as well as food, fun and
fellowship with the Word of
God. Will be provided with
haircuts/salon
vouchers,
clothing and store vouchers,
dentistry for children & teens,
Florida Kid Care (Health Insurance), gift Cards/other
give-a-ways
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Aug. 12 – 14: Prayer Week,
7 p.m.
August 15 – 17: Family and
Friends Reunion Choir Workshop. Please call the Church
Office (727-906-8300) for detailed information.

Aug. 18 – Family and
Friends Celebration: 7:45 a.m.
speaker, Bishop Zema Florence, Holy Temple Cathedral
Pentecostal Church, Saint Petersburg, FL. 10:45 a.m.
speaker, Pastor G. Christopher
Clark, Greater Mount Carmel
Baptist Church, Tangerine FL.
Aug. 19 – 21: Revival 2013
at 7 p.m. Guest Evangelist will
be Dr. Henry J. Lyons, Pastor
of New Salem Baptist Church,
Tampa, FL and President of National Trusted Partners for
Christ.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study in the book of Mark - Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300. www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Pinellas County Urban League
Guild Sunday Celebration

Save the Date for the
Pinellas
County
Urban
League Guild Sunday Celebration. Featuring our guest
Speaker Mr. Jamal Sowell
Special Assistant to the President of the University of
Florida (UF), and assistant
corporate secretary to the UF
Board of Trustees.
The Pinellas County
Urban
League/Pinellas
County Urban League Guild
will host the Urban League
Sunday event on Aug. 18, at
Bethel Community Church located at 2901 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, where the Rev.
Dr. Manuel L Sykes is the Pastor. Service will begin at 4
p.m.
The speaker for the event

is none other than Jamal Sowell, who is the Special Assistant to the President of the
University of Florida (UF),
and assistant corporate secretary to the UF Board of
Trustees. He assists the President who oversees a $4.6 billion budget, 50,000 students,
16 colleges, two academic
health centers and more than
150 research centers. In his
role, he directs special projects and gives strategic advice
to the President and the
Board of Trustees. He communicates with audiences on
and off campus, act as the
President’s liaison with government officials, mentor students and staff and help the
President address issues of
immediate concern.
Mr. Sowell serves as the
first vice president of the
Alachua county branch of the
NAACP, Youth Council advisor, and chairman of the Freedom Fund, in which he plans
and coordinates an annual
philanthropic event that
brings together organizations,
as well as state and local officials, to raise over $20,000 in
support of civil and human

rights. His work in the community subsequently led him
to host a community outreach
program on the largest radio
station in North Central
Florida. The weekly show
called “The Voice” has allowed him to address people
throughout the region on
issues such as economic and
social empowerment, technological advancement and civic
engagement. He also used the
radio show as an avenue to
bring awareness to the
Trayvon Martin shooting, in
which he served as a marshal
in the nationwide NAACP
rally held in Sanford, Florida.
Mr. Sowell is a sixth-generation Floridian and an Orlando
native.
Musical selections provided by “ Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church Sanctuary Choir”
under the direction of Kevin
Parrot of Mt. Zion Progressive Church.
For additional information
please call the PCUL at 727327-2081 or email Rene Flowers, Pinellas County Urban
League Guild President at
renerobinson5@yahoo.com.

First Mt. Zion MBC
All are invited to First Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist
Church to join in a spirit filled
revival Aug. 21-23. Services
will begin 7:30 p.m. nightly
and will feature, Reverend

James C. McDonald of the
New Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist church as the evangelist for the week. Come and
hear this man of God as he
breaks the bread of life!

First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, where Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
SAVE-THE-DATE
Mt.
Zion Family Conference,
Sept. 4 – 6, 7 nightly. Registration opening soon.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join us in the month of
August as Pastor Louis
Mrphy, Sr. presents the sermon series: Raise the Standard.
Calling all men and Young
Adults, Each Tuesday our
Male Chorus rehearsal takes
place at 7 p.m., followed by
the Voices of Zion Contemporary Choir at 8 p.m. Both are
held in the main sanctuary.
Young Adult Bible Study
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the

Youth Chapel.
Join the Singles’ Ministry
as we learn the TEN COMMANDMENTS OF DATING.
Fri., Aug. 9 at 7 p.m. in the
Youth Chapel Fellowship Hall
This is a pot luck event
opened to all single adults…
single parents, widows, divorcees, 19 and over. Members and non-members.
Question: If romantic love is
no measure of compatibility
or the lasting health of a relationship, what value does it
have in a relationship?
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,

CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ultimate Game Night returns

Recognizing everything right with our young men

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

males while building selfesteem, conflict resolution
skills and economic awareness in its members.
“Tonight we’re here to
celebrate young men who
have overcome great turmoil, all different levels of
peer pressure, [and] domestic situations to be sitting here right now,”
Cumberbatch explained as
he shared the accomplishments of each young man.
Friends, family members and mentors read
aloud
their
inspiring
thoughts, while revealing
that special something that
makes each honoree worthy of recognition. And just
before they stepped to the
microphone to give their
speeches, each young man
was honored with a song
dedicated especially to
them.
One-by-one they spoke
and it became evident that
although they first joined
the Male Leadership Institute at the request of parents or to hang with friends,
it soon became a sort of lifeline, helping to keep them
focused and on the right
track.
Honoree
Desmond
Adams attended Pinellas
Park High School. After
two years of playing football
he started a downward spiral and eventually landed in
troubled waters. Because of
behavior choices he was removed from the team and
later the school.
“It seemed my life had
ended,” he recalled noting
he was having difficulty
coming to terms with his
dismissal and the absence
of a father figure. “I was
going through a bad stage.”
Desmond’s
grades
started dropping. He
started losing focus. When
he transferred to Bayside
High School he had hopes
of turning it all around and
becoming eligible to graduate, but he fell short.
Choosing instead to sleep
in class and not finishing
classwork.
“I spent more time suspended and in ISS, than I
did actually completing assignments,” he confided as
he recited all the promises
he made that he would
change. But it never happened.
Until LaShante Keys,
CEO and founder of Community EFX and mentor to
the leadership program,
stepped in. After multiple
talks with mentors and others in the program,
Desmond admits something just clicked for him. It
“just sparked in my head
that I should get it right,” he
said.
He went on to become
Bayside’s turnaround student of the year and with
the highest ACT score ever
recorded at the school, he
is now scheduled to attend
Bethune-Cookman College.
Although
Desmond
started late, most of the
children begin the program
in middle school. Such as
Lakewood High graduate
and honoree Quan Jones. A

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Carla Bristol and the The
Ultimate Game Night is
back. The night of high octane excitement will be
held this Sat., Aug. 10 from
8 p.m. - 2 a.m. at the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum,
2240 9th Ave. S.
Last year’s event included games such as
dominos, multiple gaming
stations, Twister, poker,
blackjack, roulette, karaoke
and a multitude of board
games. Saturday night’s
event promises more of the
same with DJ Cutty playing
old school R&B, a delectable spread, a hula hoop
contest, and of course, the
magic of the Legacy Gardens. Bristol believes all of
these ingredients will conspire to make a perfect
night.
This dynamic, single
mother of two has the business acumen and the “get it
done” attitude that reflects
her family and urban background. The Guyana born
native and her family migrated to New York City and
then to St. Petersburg 17
years ago. She was introduced to the event-planning world as a child by her
mother who owned an
event planning company
and her aunt who had a
catering business. At the
age of 20, Bristol held her
first fundraiser, a fashion
show to benefit sickle cell
disease. The event raised
over $20,000 for the cause.
Bristol is a global accounts manager for Orange Business Services,

but it is her own businesses,
“Details by Carla” event
planning and “BABE” (Be a
Blessing Everyday), which
is her personal passion.
“I wanted to have a place
through social media where
people could share and encourage others,” she said. “I
believe in turning the focus
off of yourself and ask how
you can help others.”
She recalled a meeting
with a homeless man that
she had given money to. He
thanked her, but Bristol explained that it was she who
learned a valuable lesson in
kindness and generosity. “I
thanked him for giving me
the opportunity to help
him,” she stated.
Bristol brought her considerable talents to the museum because she has a
strong interest in the arts
and feels that St. Petersburg
was lacking in “multiculturalism.”
“We are trapped based
on our exposure,” she said.
“We need to be exposed to a
different realm. The museum can be the catalyst.”
She wants the entire
community to come and
share in the experiences
that the museum is gearing
up to offer such as the pri-

Carla Bristol at last
year’s event.
vate screening of the film,
“The Butler.” Bristol also
feels that the arts and culture will help foster a sense
of pride in our children,
which will lead them to selfdiscovery and a desire to
explore their historical past.
At “The Ultimate Game
Night,” Bristol wants everyone to feel welcomed in a
fun atmosphere. “If you
come you will feel that
you’re with family.”
So come out this Saturday
night for a bit of old school,
grownup fun. Advance tickets
are $15; $20 at the door. For
more information, please call
727-565-3930, or to purchase
tickets log on to woodsonmuseum.eventbrite.com

St. Pete’s finest: Robert Williams, Jr.
ST. PETERSBURG The family of Robert
Williams, Jr. is happy to announce that on July 19,
2013, after completing 13
weeks of boot camp training at Parris Island, S.C., he
graduated with the rank of
Private Frist Class in the
United States Marine
Corps.
Williams is a 2012 graduate of Gibbs High School
Business, Economics and
Technology Academy and
its JROTC program. He is
the son of Robert Sr. and
Linda Williams and the
grandson of Leola Jackson.
On hand to witness this

proud moment were his father and stepmother,
Miriam Williams, his
grandmother, as well as his
uncle and aunt, Art and
Maxine Pierro.
After the ceremony,
Williams enjoyed a 10 day
visit back home with family
and friends. One highlight
of his stay was on Sun., July
21, when he shared an inspiring message at his
church, 10th Street Church
of God in Christ, where
Reverend Ronald Bell is
pastor.
You made it Robert!
Congratulations for being
one of St. Pete’s finest.

From MEN , page 1

four year member, he attended countless meetings
and realized he was becoming a better man
through community volunteerism and self-discipline.
“It has taught me to be
more mature, respectful,
obedient,” Quan said, “and
it’s shown me more to life.”
He has plans to attend barbering school in the fall.
As the night continued,
honoree Antonio Bogans
took to the podium sharing
his story. Like many others, he joined to spend
time with friends, but soon
realized there was a message he needed to heed.
Once a procrastinator, he
learned to prioritize.
“When the teachers assigned work I got right to it.
I wouldn’t goof off,” he said.
“If I got home and it still
wasn’t finished I would skip
my favorite show and complete my assignment.”
This mindset allowed
Antonio to graduate with a
3.5 GPA and is currently
preparing to depart for the
navy in November.
Gibbs High School
graduate and honoree
RaShawn McCullum likes
to enjoy the moments of his
life. Always encouraging
others, making people
smile. But as he listened to
mentor Keys read a handwritten letter from his
mom, who was unable to attend due to work,
RaShawn’s own emotions
were on display.
“This is a bittersweet
moment for me,” she
wrote. “Bitter because I’m
not there to share in one of
the most monumental moments of your life and sweet
because I know that you
are destined for great
things.”
RaShawn’s mom went
on to praise him for standing firm through the difficult times and rising above
the negative, encouraging
him to take his successes
with him along the long
road ahead.
“My first year I didn’t
want to be there, I felt like
an outcast,” RaShawn confided as he took to the microphone.
But
after
completing the Male Lead-

ership program, he learned
the meaning of brotherhood and is now ready for
the next chapter of his life.
He will attend St. Petersburg College and major in
business and marketing.
The evening continued
by honoring Letarian Latimer, a graduate of Lakewood High School, who in
his absence videotaped his
message. Since signing up
in middle school, he hasn’t
looked back.
“After my first meeting
I suddenly knew this is
what I was looking for in
my life,” he said explaining
he wasn’t always one of the
coolest people in school.
“But that didn’t matter
when I was here.”
Letarian will be taking
the leadership skills he
learned and plans to dedicate his future studies to
helping athletes excel. He
will be attending USF in the
fall.
The night concluded
with Keys recognizing the
need for more people in the
community to step up and
make a difference in the
lives of the youths in St. Petersburg. Monetary donations were collected to help
support all honorees in
their future endeavors, but
Keys left the crowd with a
more pertinent message.
“It takes a lot of work to
do something like this,” he
said. “But when these kids
really realize where they
are, it’s rewarding.”
For more information
about Community EFX and
the Male Leadership Institute program log onto communityefx.org

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Pastor Antonio Pringley of Fruit of the Spirit Ministry will host
Fruit Fitness, a show that aims to pass on information to all
who aspire to become spiritually and physically fit. As a whole,
we are sicker than ever, more depresssed than ever and our diets
are causing a health epidemic. Tune in to Inspiration 1110 AM
and receive life changing information starting Aug. 11 from
3-4 p.m., and every Sunday after that. Get fit and live better.

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Back-to-school with music
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – A
plain cardboard box arrives in the mail, its contents making it nearly too
heavy to carry. Inside, past
the packing tape and Styrofoam peanuts laid two
brand new instruments
meant for distribution to
area kids in need of a little
motivation.
It’s Saturday evening
and a 76-year-old man sits
on his sofa, in Tacoma,
Wash., his television playing in the background. He
doesn’t live in St. Petersburg anymore, but he remembers when he did.
And it is his memories of
struggle and hardship that
have prompted the donation of two instruments, a
trumpet and alto saxophone, to be allocated to
two lucky students. In
order to respect the
donor’s
wishes
for
anonymity, The Weekly
Challenger will refer to him
as John.
“When you give forget
it. When you receive remember it,” John explained as he discussed his
adopted philosophy of remaining anonymous. “God
don’t like people going
around bragging about
what they do for people.”
He could be playing
cards with other seniors or
sipping on a cool glass of
lemonade, instead he’s volunteering at high schools
and juvenile halls encouraging teens to get an education.
“I was a drop out,” John
explained as he reiterated
the importance of staying
in school, especially in
today’s fast paced and ever
changing world. Growing
up in the projects, he desperately wanted to leave St.
Petersburg behind. He attended Gibbs High School
and admits he wasn’t doing
well. But he also felt obligated to help out his family. So with only a ninth
grade education, he joined
the military, volunteering
to fight in the Korean War
at just 16. At 26, he would
again see action, this time
in the Vietnam War.
“I had to step over a
whole lot of dead bodies in
my life,” he admitted noting how fortunate he was
to even survive. He earned
his GED while in the military and wants kids to
know that there is an easier route to obtaining an
education. Just staying in
school.
“Some kids feel like

they are too old,” John explained noting children
who have been held back
over the years may begin
to feel as if they’ve outgrown their classmates.
“They’re ashamed to maintain going to school because of a set back and
they drop out.”
And that’s the kind of
thinking he is hoping to
change by donating instruments. After volunteering
with children in the local
high school in Washington, John realized how important it is for a student,
especially a struggling
one, to have something to
motivate them to stay on
task and in school.
“Music don’t mean anything,” John stated comparing it to obtaining an
education, “but if they’re
musically inclined and if
that will keep them in
school, then that’s where
I’m coming from.”
And it is this kind of
thinking that kept John focused on obtaining the education he missed due to
dropping out. But John’s
military oriented discipline
didn’t allow him to stop at
just his GED. Noticing that
his lack of education was
preventing him from excelling in even the military,
he went back to school. He
attended college while still
performing his duties as a
member of the military.
“The more education I
got, the more respect I got
in the military,” he said. He
signed up for Berklee College of Music in Boston,
renowned for cultivating
the music careers of many
popular jazz musicians.
Labeled one of the first
black flute players to come
out of St. Petersburg, John
fell in love with music at an
early age. A regular at the
clubs when he was
younger, he remembers
playing at white only clubs
along the beach and jamming with well-known musicians of the time.
“Dick Spencer used to
come and sit in with us
once in a while,” he recalled remembering the
local legend that didn’t let
color stand in his way of
good music. “The police
would come in and they’d
make him get off the bandstand. He was white. They
didn’t allow that.”
John also remembers
hanging with the likes of
Buster Cooper, another St.
Petersburg musician who
frequented the club scene
in what is now known as
the Midtown area.
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“I used to carry his
trombone when I was a little kid,” John reminisced
of his younger days in segregated St. Petersburg. “I
was always around musicians.”
Both the trumpet alto
alto saxophone John donated are new and he
hopes they will bring not
only joy, but inspiration to
two young students in the
south St. Petersburg area.
He emphasized however,
that the ability to read
music is essential and
wishes for each recipient
to be able to prove that
ability before accepting the
instrument.
“A lot of black kids
have that mentality, you
get into a rut and can’t get
out of it,” he argued stating
learning how to play without the knowledge of reading music was what led to
his lack of motivation during his high school days.
And what ultimately led to
his dropping out.
Today John looks back
and sees the choices he
made as a young, frustrated black student sitting

in a classroom at Gibbs
High and hopes others will
learn from his hardships.
“Guess what?” he
asked as his voice raised
an octave like a child with
a secret to tell. “I’m taking
music lessons,” John continued although he swears
he has no intentions of becoming a musician again.
“It’s something to keep my
motor going. I don’t want
to become stagnant,” he
finished as he said goodbye and headed out for the
next chapter in one of life’s
many journeys. Hopefully
one day John will be recognized by his receivers for
his good deeds. But for
now God is his only witness.
If you are a student and
would like to play a trumpet or saxophone, please
submit a 200-300 word
essay on how important
music is to you. Please
submit your essay to editor@theweeklychallenger.com or write us at
P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705. All entries
must be received by September 6, 2013.

Saturday, August 10 – Operation Backpack –from
10am to 2 pm - sponsored by the First United Methodist
Church of Tarpon Springs – 501 E. Tarpon Ave, 34689 –
free backpacks, school supplies, games, haircuts, physicals & lunch.(Contact Bonnie Fasce or Sandy Koulias at
937-3271, ext. 18 or children@fumctarponsprings.org)
Saturday, August 10 – 13th Annual Back-to-School
Health & Safety Fair at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
– 9am – 1pm with registration ending at 12 Noon – 455
Missouri Ave., Largo 33770 (Faye Belskey or Jane at 5859969 or Faye@poplargo.org)
Saturday,
August
10
– St. Petersburg
College/Health Education Center @ 7200 66th St. N.,
Pinellas Park, 33781– 9am – 3:00pm with registration beginning at 8am. Free Student Health Fair (children 19 &
under) School & sports par ticipation exams, immunizations (bring immunization card), hearing & vision screenings, health exhibits & providers, emergency vehicles and
meet your Healthcare Community Leaders. Sponsored by:
Pinellas County Osteopathic Medical Society, SPC Health
Education Center, Pinellas County Health Department,
City of Pinellas Park, Pinellas Park Medical District &
YMCA of Greater St. Petersburg. (Contact: Tina Williams
727-824-6900 Ext. 4350 or 4351)
Saturday, August 10 – Mattie Williams Neighborhood Center - Back To School Celebration at Safety Harbor City Park – 11 a.m. - 2 p.m., 940 7th St. S., Safety
Harbor, FL. Registration is required and begins on June 1
and ends August 2 – parent must go to the NFC and fill
out paper work and parent must reside in 34695, 34677,
33759 or 33761 zip code areas. Proof of Residency required (lease agreement, utility or power bill, social security cards for each child, photo ID for parent/caregiver.
Back packs, school supplies, food, fun & community agencies with resources (Call Marlene at 791-8255 or MRuggiero@shnfc.org)

 





 

 













“A Good Education
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The BCHS community
Welcome back from
what I hope was a relaxing
summer with your family
and friends. We are eager to
welcome our new and returning families to The
BCHS Community.
We are excited to maintain a block schedule with
eight credit opportunities
for next year. This type of
schedule affords our students the opportunity to
take one extra enrichment,
remediation, elective, or college credit course. Our
school hours for 2013-14 will
be from 7:05 a.m. to 2:05
p.m. each day, since Pinellas
County will no longer have
early release Wednesdays.
Our bell schedule for the
2013-2014 is displayed to the
below. Blue days are periods
1, 3, 5, and 7 and Gold days
are periods 2, 4, 6, and 8.
Period:
Time:
1st or 2nd 7:05 to 8:35
3rd or 4th 8:42 to 10:14
(2 extra minutes for announcements)
Lunch
10:21 to 10:51
5th or 6th 10:58 to 12:28
7th or 8th 12:35 to 2:05
Please take time to famil-

iarize yourself with our
school website, www.bocaciega.org. We update the site
weekly with upcoming
events and we maintain
many useful resources and
calendars for your use.
We value your involvement and encourage you to
stay involved in all aspects of
your son/daughter’s high
school experience. Here are
some upcoming events to
help get us started:
Wednesday, Aug. 14: Incoming 9th Grade Orientation from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. starting in the Main Auditorium. After a brief presentation, students and
parents will be able to receive schedules, lockers,
student ID cards, and lunch
account information
Monday, Aug. 19: First
day of school for students.
All students will report to a
brief homeroom period,
which will be followed by a
Blue day schedule, periods
1, 3, 5, and 7
Tuesday, Aug. 20: Band
Parents Meeting in the
Band Room at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 20: Par-

ent Teacher Organization
(PTO) Meeting in the
CWMP Auditorium at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 21:
Fundamental Parent Meeting in the CWMP Auditorium at 6 p.m
Thursday, Aug. 22:
School Advisory Council
(SAC) Meeting in the
CWMP Auditorium at 6 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 26: Back
to School Night for all students and parents from 6pm
to 7:30 p.m. starting in the
Main Auditorium.
Please call Ms. Bonnie
Davis at 893-2780 ext. 2106 if
you do not have access to
Focus for your child’s schedule, grades, and attendance.
Thank for all you do for our
students. We are proud of
the efforts of our students
and the efforts of our dedicated staff.
Sincerely,



Principal of The BCHS

New things at Lakewood HS for the
2013/14 school year
• New Modified Dress/
Uniform Policy
The mandatory student
modified dress code would
consist of khaki or blue
jean bottoms for students
(long pants or shorts below
the knee). Shirts should be
polo style or oxford (collared shirts) with no logo
over the size of a quarter solid colors only (no red).
LHS spirit (team or club)
shirts are acceptable as
well. All other aspects of
the Pinellas District Dress

Code would be in place.
• Expanded Robotics
Program – 4th year course
(Autonomous Robotics)
• Award winning Journalism Program expanding
to a 4 year Academy
• Video production
class (CATcom) developing
tutorial series ‘You-Tube’
mini Math and Science lessons
• AMSET (Science
Academy) and Family +
Consumer Science classes
partnering to grow/pro-

duce their own food
(aquaponics farming)
These are a few highlights of the innovative
plans we have in place for
next year.
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African-American students are not
applying for scholarships
Even if you do not have a
college-aged child at home,
please share this with someone who does. Pass this
scholarship information on to
anyone and everyone that
comes to mind. Though there
are a number of companies
and organizations that have
donated monies for scholarships to African Americans, a
great deal of the money is
being returned because of a
lack of interest.

No one is going to knock
on your door and ask if you
can use a scholarship. Take
the initiative to get your children involved. There is no
need for money to be returned to donating companies
because we fail to apply for it.
Please pass this information on to family members, nieces, nephews,
friends with children etc.
We must get the word out
that money is available.

If you are a college student or getting ready to become one, you probably
already know how useful additional money can be.

1) Student Inventors Scholarships http://www.invent.org/collegiate
2) Holocaust Remembrance Scholarships http://holocaust.hklaw.com/
3) Ayn Rand Essay Scholarships http://www.aynrand.org/contests/
4) Brand Essay Competition
http://www.instituteforbrandleadership.org/IBLEssayContest-2002Rules.htm
5) Gates Millennium Scholarships http://www.gmsp.org/
6) Xerox Scholarships for Students
http://www.xerox.com/jobs/minority-scholarships/enus.html
7) Sports Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org
8) Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund http://www.thurgoodmarshallfund.net/
9) Presidential Freedom Scholarships
http://www.nationalservice.org/scholarships/
10) Microsoft Scholarship Program
http://www.microsoft.com/college/scholarships/minority.asp
11) Guaranteed Scholarships http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/
12) Easley National Scholarship Program http://www.naas.org/senior.htm
13) Jacki Tuckfield Memorial Graduate Business Scholarship
(for AA students in South Florida) http://www.jackituckfield.org/
14) International Students Scholarships & Aid Help http://www.iefa.org/
15) College Board Scholarship Search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
16) GE and LuLac Scholarship Funds
http://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/index.html
17) CollegeNet ' s Scholarship Database
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app
18) Federal Scholarships & Aid Gateways 25 Scholarship Gateways from Black Excel
http://www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm

2013– 2014 PSA for Head Start/ Early Head Start
Enrollment Lutheran Services Florida, Inc. Head
Start/Early Head Start is a comprehensive early
Childhood Pre-School Program in Pinellas County.
Applications are currently being accepted for the 2013 – 2014 school year.
This program is for children that are 12 -35 months (Early Head Start) and
3 – 4 years of age, by September 1, 2013. Head Start also serves children with
special needs (disabilities).
The Head Start/Early Head Start Pre-School Program is a federally funded,
income eligible program that encompasses Health, Nutrition, Education, Mental
Health, Disabilities, Parent & Male Involvement as well as Family & Community
Engagement which support strong healthy children and families. Head Start is a VPK provider.

The following items are needed at time of application:
1.) Birth Certificate (Proof of Guardianship/Custody if applicable)
2.) Proof of Residency in Pinellas County
3.) Proof of Income for the past 52 weeks or previous calendar year (i.e. pay stubs,W-2, 1040,
statement from employer, etc.)
4.) Documentation of child’s disability (if applicable).
5.) Picture ID of parent
Applications will be accepted daily at: Head Start/Early Head Start
2210 Tall Pines Dr. Suite 220 Largo, Florida 33771 • 727-547-5979 • www.lsfnet.org
Contact Person: Melissa Burnett 727-547-5963 mburnett@lsfnet.org
Para Information en Espanol Para mas información sobre nuestro
Programa Gratuito para el Cuidado de Ninos, puede llamar al 727-547-5979
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Backpack and school supply giveaway
From BACKPACK, page 1

mastermind behind the
annual event and hopes
families in need will roll
out of bed early in an effort to prepare their children for the first day of
school on August 19.
Any school aged student can attend from elementary through high
school, but be sure to
bring the kids because
they must be present to
receive supplies. No exceptions. And with the
event only lasting two
hours, Figgs-Sanders recommend you get there
early before supplies run
out. “First come, first
served,” she said.
The giveaway event
normally draws in nearly
500 children each year, so
you can probably expect
some lines, but FiggsSanders promises the
time will be well spent
and entertaining.
“It’s kind of like a trick
or treat kind of thing,”
she explained and hopes
the community will come
on out and take part in
the free event. “It goes so
quickly. You’re not here
all day.”
Attending families will
be handed an index card
and are responsible for
visiting at least three vendors who will be on hand
with educational information that will benefit each
household. Children will
then be escorted into a
room where they can pick
out a brand new backpack, notebook paper,
pens and pencils. Once
the essentials are taken
care of, each child heads
to their particular age
specific table.
“They all have different supplies,” FiggsSanders explained. Each
year she looks at the supply lists for the individual
schools and uses that as a
guide when shopping and
asking for donations. The
tables are then stocked

L-R Maelynn, Malila and Michael Shavers
at last year’s event.
based on the grade levels.
While elementary students can expect composition
and
spiral
notebooks, crayons and
glue, middle school students usually receive zippered pencil pouches,
colored pencils, highlighters and binders.
High school students
generally are in need of
calculators, graph paper,
index cards and colored
folders.
Figgs-Sanders
is
proud of her accomplishments in helping the local
children and hopes her
dedication and commitment will inspire others
to do the same.
“At the end of the day,
we’re all responsible for
all of the children not just
your own,” she said explaining how she woke up
one morning knowing
that organizing the school
supply giveaway was
what she was meant to
do. “I want to make sure
that as many children as I
can personally assist will
be able to start the year
with the school supplies.”
With the economy still
in peril and St. Petersburg families still struggling to place food on the
table, Figgs-Sanders encourages everyone in
need to set their pride
aside and send their children off to school with
their best foot forward.

Once a single mom of
three boys, she realizes
the difficulty in purchasing needed items on a
fixed budget, especially
with multiple children to
care for. Figgs-Sanders
explained that many
grandparents are raising
their grandchildren and
extended family members are taking in siblings, which can become
quite costly.
“So anything we can
do to help, you just pay it
forward,”
she
said.
“That’s how I look at it,
because people were
there for me.”
The Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Department will
be on hand to pass out
backpacks and FiggsSanders hopes their presence will help depict local
police officers in a positive light and encourage
the building of relationships with neighborhood
children and their families. An array of vendors
also promises to provide
valuable information and
once again Figgs-Sanders
intends to have barber
coupons available for
those back-to-school haircuts.
So head on out to
Childs
Park
YMCA
bright and early Sat., Aug
17, because their next
backpack and school supply giveaway won’t be
until January.
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